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THE SOCIALIST LEAGUE.
Offices : 13 Farringdon Road, E.C.

Notices to Members.
Beading Boom,—Open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Library.—The librarians, May Morris and W. Chambers, attend on Mondays
and Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m.

A General Meeting of London Members will be held on Monday July 26, at 9.

Branch Subscriptions Paid.
Hammersmith, Leeds, Norwich, to April 30. Bloomsbury, Bradford, Croydon,

Hackney, Merton, to May 31. Clerkenwell, Dublin, Hoxton (Labour Emancipa-
tion League), Mile-End, North London, Oxford, to June 30. Manchester, to

July 31. Marylebone, to Sept. 30.—P. W.

The "Commonweal."
Next week's Number will contain Chapter VII. of "Socialism from the Root

Up," and an article by E. B. Bax on " Civil Law under Socialism."
On Saturday last a Board Brigade again went out to sell the paper. The sale

was good. Next Saturday the North-Western district will be visited. Volun-
teers are requested to be at the office by 11.30 sharp.

REPORTS.
( Reports and Notices shotdd be addressed to the printer, and to insure insertion in

the current issue must reach the office not later than 10 a.m. on Tuesday.)

Executive.
At their usual weekly meeting on Monday July 12, the Council resolved: " That

Branches be asked to increase their subscriptions to general funds of the League as
much as special local circumstances allow them to do." The following report of sub-
committee appointed to arrange order of procedure at Monthly Meeting of London
Members was submitted and adopted :

" The sub-committee recommend that the
following business be submitted by the Council to said monthly meetings : (1)
Branch reports ; (2) Commonweal Manager's statement concerning the paper and
other literature

; (3) list of all Branches and persons in arrears to be read at the
meetings.

^
(Note—The Quarterly Reports by Secretary and Treasurer of progress

and financial condition of the League which Conference decided should be sent to
all Branches might also be discussed at the General Meeting.) The sub-com-
mittee also suggest, in order to facilitate the business of the Council, that reports
of Branch meetings shall be taken after all other business is concluded, except in
cases where some decision of the Council is required ; that whenever possible
Branches should send notice in writing to the Secretary of such special business,
in order that it may be placed on the agenda, or they should appoint a delegate
to attend and lay the matter before the Council."

Branch Reports.

Bloomsbury.—At Arlington Hall, Rathbone Place," on Friday, July 9, H. H.
Sparling lectured on "Killing no Murder ;" a brisk discussion followed.—Three
outdoor meetings were held during the week, at which the Commonweal sold

well.—T. E. W.
-Clerkenwell.—On Wednesday, July 7th, W. Chambers lectured at Clerken-

well Green to a good audience on " Tory, Liberal, and Radical," and was sup-

ported by Allman, Mowbray, and Nicoll ; sale of Commonweal good, and Is. 8d.

collected for Defence Fund.—On Sunday, July 11th, over 2,000 people assembled

on the "Green" to hear Sparling speak upon "Union Jack-asses and jWaste-
Paper Unionists." Much enthusiasm was manifested, over two quires of papers

sold, and 12s. Id. collected for Defence Fund. A local friend, Mr. 1). .Smith,

aided considerably in the success of the collection. A new feature was introduced

into the proceedings, which added a good deal to the general effect, an old

Chartist parody upon " The Union Jack " was played and sung by W. Blundell,

to the manifest pleasure of the audience, who joined lustily in the chorus.—\V. B.

Hoxton.—On Thursday evening, Graham addressed a good audience at our

out-door station.—On Sunday morning we held a large meeting, at which Spar-

ling and Barker spoke; collected Is. 9d. for Defence Fund. In the evening,

Graham, Mowbray, and Barker addressed a good outdoor meeting. The indoor

meeting was lectured to by William Morris on " Education." The audience was
a good one ; sale of literature fair. Altogether we are making a most favourable

impression here, ami the outlook is extremely hopeful. —H. A. Barker, sec.

Marylebone.—We have to report police interference all round this week. On
Saturday evening the meeting in the Harrow Road was a rather short one, owing

to the police requesting our comrades to cease speaking, but they did not attempt

to arrest, and the meeting was drawn to a close'after the interference.—On Sun-

day morning, at Bell Street, comrade Mainwaring addressed a large audience,

and the police took his name and address, but did not attempt to arrest him.

The audience was very sympathetic, and probably would have been rather rough

on the police if an arrest had been made. We were visited by one or two Scot-

land Yard officials, and several plain-clothes men stood about on the footway and
refused to move. In the afternoon comrades Chambers, Burcham, and Wardle
addressed a large meeting in Hyde Park, the audience showing great enthusiasm.
Towards the close of the meeting, 4s. 9£d. was collected for the defence of those

who may be prosecuted at Bell Street. Just as comrade Arnold was about to

enter the inside of the crowd after having made the collection, he was seized by
a police-sergeant, who asked what the money had been collected , for, and when
told, he said that Arnold would have to go with him to the police-station and
the money with him ; but the audience did not seem inclined to permit this in-

terference, and several people pushed themselves between Arnold and the police-

sergeant, who had by this time got four other policemen to assist him. He
evidently saw that he had made a mistake, for he did not attempt to interfere

again.—In the evening there were at least two thousand people at Bell Street.

The audience packed itself round John Williams, and would not permit the

police to get near him. The police were either afraid to arrest on Sunday, or

they must have received more than one order during the day, for they had made
very extensive arrangements for the purpose of breaking up the meetings at Bell

Street, about twenty mounted men being stationed at John Street alone. On the

whole, as far as the Socialists are concerned, Sunday's meetings were a great

success, and a further defeat of police censorship.—On Monday, summonses were

served on Mainwaring and Williams, and both have to appear at Mai-ylebone

Police Court on Saturday (July 17th) at two o'clock.—H. G. A., sec.

Leeds.—A downpour of rain brought our meeting at Hunslet Moor to an un-

timely end. We fared better in the evening at Vicar's Croft, disposing, taking

the two meetings together, of; about three quires of the official organ.—T. M.
Manchester.—Our meetings were held as usual on Sunday, but owing to rain

were not largely attended. Comrade Smart, S.D.F., spoke for us -in the morn-"

iug, and at night. Thompson spoke on the Labour Union which is being formed
here.—R. U., sec.

Norwich.—This Branch has now, after various unsuccessful attempts, suc-

ceeded in securing premises for offices,, reading-room, and temperance club, at
No. 6, St. Benedict's, nearly the exact' centre of the city. The window has been
set out with Socialist literature, which has proved a source of considerable
-attraction to the public. At a special business meeting of the' Branch held. on
Monday, the 12th inst., it was decided to open the reading-room from 8.30 a.m.
to 10 p.m. daily, and the following officers were unanimously a£pointad :—F. C.

Slaur^hter and T. Morley, joint secretaries ; S. H. Mills, financial secretary ;

H. W. Darley, treasurer; and T. Morley, steward. After some considerable
discussion, it was decided to appoint an Executive Council, consisting of the
officers and comrades A. Moore, A. F. Houghton, H. Parker, Hipperson, and
Blackmore. Arrangements were made for pushing the outdoor sale of the Com-
monweal, and posting our literature throughout the city during the visit of the
thieving classes to the Royal Agricultural Show, mow being held here. A series

of lectures was also arranged for at our new premises. Things are moving
gloriously at Norwich ; we hope other Branches are progressing as well.—F. S. a

The Right of Free Speech in Public Places.

DEFENCE FUND.
Our comrades and friends are asked to bestir themselves to secure

freedom of speeah in our pub|ic ways, in contradistinction to freedom of speech
for certain classes and sects only.' The spirit of Socialism is at war with class

interests : officialism is giving its support to class interests only. For endeavour-
ing to assert the right of free speech the Socialist League, has been heavily fined

;

and the Council of the League hereby asks that all friends "of freedom should sup-
port the League with subscriptions in aid of this righteous cause. The Treasurer
of the Socialist League, 13 Farringdon Rd., ELC, will gladly accept, and acknow-
ledge the receipt of, Pence, Shillings, or Pounds from friends of the Right of Free
Speech in Public Places.

RECEIVED.
Mile-end Branch, July 5, 6d. Clerkenwell, July 4, 2s. ; 7, Is. Sd.; 11, 12s. Id,

North London, July 12, 6s. lOd. Hoxton, July 12, 3s. 5d. Total, 26s. 6d,—W.

LECTURE DIARY.
London Branches.

Bloomsbury,—Arlington Hall, Rathbone Place, Oxford Street, W. Friday, July
16, at 8.30 p.m., A Lecture. 23. Annie Besant, " Why the Workers should
be Socialists." 30. Mrs. Wilson, " The Revolt of the English Workers in the
Nineteenth Century."

Clerkenwell.—Hall of the Socialist League, 13 Farringdon Road, E.C. Sunday
July 18, 7.30 p.m. R. A. Beckett, "Equality." Wednesday 21 (8.30). Annie
Besant, "Duties of Socialists under the Present System."

Croydon.—Royal County House, West Croydon Station Yard. Business meeting
at Parker Road every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock.

Hackney.—Kenton Coffee House, Kenton Road, Well Street, every Tuesday at 9,

for the enrolment of members and other business.

Hammersmith. —Kelmscott House, 26 Upper Mall, W. Sundays, at 8 p.m.
Hoxton (L. E. L.).—Exchange Coffee House, Pitfield Street, opposite Hoxton,

Church, N. Sundays, at 7.45 pm. July 18. H. H. Sparling,. " Unrest and
Unreason." 25. W. Chamber^ "The Political Parties."

Merton.—11 Merton Terrace, High Street. Sundays and Wednesdays at 8 p.m.
Mile-end.—I. W. M. Educational Club, 40 Berner Street, Commercial Road..

Tuesdays at 8 p.m. July 20. C. Wade, " Brotherhood."
North London*—Communications to R. A. Beckett, St. Mildred's House,

Poultry, EX.
Smith London*—Business meeting every Tuesday at 8.30 at 112. Hill Street,,

Peckham, SJE.

Country Branches.
*. :.-....,..

Birmingham.—Bell Street Coffee House. Every Monday evening, at 7.30.

Bradford.—Scott's Temperance Hotel, East Parade,. Leeds Road^ Meets every
Wednesday at 8 p.m.

Glasgow.—Lecture and discussion in new rooms of the Branch, 84 John Street,.

every Sunday at 7 p.m. Reading-room of the Branch open every day from.

10 a.m. till 10 p.m. sympathisers invited.

Edinburgh (Scottish Section).—4 Park Street. Meets every Friday at 8.30 p.m.
Leeds.—No meeting-room at present. Out-door stations notified below.
Leicester.—Radical Club, Vine Street. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m.
Manchester.—County Forum. Thursdays, at 8 p.m.
Nomvich.—No. 6 St. Benedict. Lecture and discussion every Monday at 8 p.mv

Reading-room of the Branch open every day from 8.30 a.m. to 10 p.m. July
19. H. Parker, "Cause and Cure oi' Poverty."

Oldham.—Mrs. Wrigley's Coffee Tavern, 9, Old Market Place. Wednesdays, 7.30t

Oxford.—Temperance Hall, 27 Pembroke Street- Thursdays, at 8.30 p.m.

Open-air Propaganda for the Week.

Date. Station". •

• LONDON. :

Time.

'

Sat. 17.—Euston Road—-Ossulton St. ... 7- .

Harrow Road ( " P. of Wales "
) 7

; Hyde Park (Marble Arch ) 7

Mile-end Waste .... .

Regent's Park "

7

S. 18.—Croydon .......,.: ,.11 .

Edgware Road—Bell Street.. .11. 30.

Hackney -Well Street .1 ..'..... 1 1.30.

Hammersmith—Beadon ' Roadl 1 .30

.

Hoxton Ch. —Pitfield Street. . . 1 1 . 30.

Mile-end Waste 11.30.

Regent's Park 11.30.

St. Pancras Arches 11.30.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch), 3.30.

Victoria Park 3.30.

Clerkenwell Green ; 7

Croydon 7

Merton—High Street 7

Tu. 20.- Soho—Broad Street 8

Th. 22.—EustonRoad—Ossulton St. ... 7.30

Hoxton Ch.—Pitfield;

Street. .. 8

Mile-endWaste 8.30

Sat. 24.—Euston Road—Ossulton St. ... 7

Harrow Road 7

Hyde Park (Marble Arch) 7

Regent's Park 7

» Speaker.' Branch.

.D. J. Nicoll .........Bloomsbury.

..H. G. Arnold. ..... .-Marylebone.

.H. H.- Sparring . . . . ..HainTnersmith.

..H. Davis '. Mile-end!

...H. Charles N, London.

. .The Branch Croydon.

. .W. Morris Marylebone.

..H. A. Barker Hackney.

. .The Branch .........Hammersmith

.

..D. J. Nicoll Hoxton.
. . J. Lane ; . . . ...... .\

*. . .Mrle-encf.

.

;.T. -E". Wardle .....\N. London.
..W. Chambers ;B16omsbury.

. .The Branch Marylebone.

..W. C. Wade ..Hackney.

..R. A. Beckett ......Clerkejiweii.

. The Branch Croydon.

..H. Charles.. Merton.

..W. Chambers Bloomsbury.
. The Branch ..!'.. .'.

. .N. London.
;.C. W.Mowbray ...Hoxton..

. .H. Gratia'ni ;
.*. .Mile-end.

.T..E. Wardle Bloomsbury.

. .The Branch . . ..... :.Marylebone.
. .D. J. Nicoll. . .-. . . •... . !Hammersmith,
..H. H. Sparling .....N. London.

PROVINCES. ,'•'•'..•

Hulme.—The Viaduct, Chester Road. Sundays, at 7.30- p.inT '
r"

Leeds.—Hunslet Moor, 11 a.m. ; Vicar's Croft, 7. p.m. ' ^'\ '

Manchester.—Grey Mare Corner, Ashton Old Roaxl.- Sundays, 11 a.m.

Oldham.—Curzon Ground. Sundays, afterhoon and -evening.

ELECTION ADDRESSES, MANIFESTOES; SQUIBS; etc.

asked to send in to vthe Office everything* of' this; 'kind' that

They w^l be most valuable for future reference. ,

etc.—Friends are
comes in their

way.

I Printed and Published by "William Morris and Joseph Lane, at 13 Farringdon Road, London
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FRANCE.

Anniversary of the taking of the Bastille.

In 1789 the people execute Flesselles, the scapegoat of their oppressors.

History records it, and historians bow before the justice-dealing multitude :

a new right arises from this necessary execution. In 1886 military reviews,

officially-arranged fireworks and illuminations and wide-shouted vivats cele-

brate the destruction of Flesselles, Berthier, De Launay, and twenty other

obstacles to the progress of ideas. It is well—we approve it ! In 1886 the

serfs of modern industry kill Watrin, scapegoat of the crimes of our new
feudal system. Whereupon some wretched people are seized haphazard, con-

victed of crime and sent to prison. When will come the destruction of the

modern Bastilles 1—Cri du Peuple.

In opposition to 1789 we place 1871, to the 14th July, the 18th March, to

the tricolor the red flag,—while awaiting the freeing of humanity by the

Social Eevolution, when all will celebrate the Universal Eepublic—J. B.

Clement.

Panem et circenses! Bread and pageants ! The device of empires, and also

that of Opportunists, it would seem. . . . The social electricity which some

day may become thunder, loses itself and disperses in the atmosphere of these

festivities.

—

Jules Valles.

Armentieres.—Some weeks since Socialism made its appearance for the

first time at Armentieres a manufacturing town (not far from Lille) where

the capitalist, supported by priest and gendarme, reigns supreme. The

Socialist conference got up by our friends Blanck and Lafargue, heartily wel-

comed by the workmen who filled the theatre at Armentieres, sowed such

good seed in the spirits of the factory-slaves, that the masters felt themselves

bound to reply by a counter-meeting. ... At this meeting last week there

were in attendance great numbers of gendarmes and police-agents to make
disturbances and especially to arrest Socialists. The manoeuvre did not fail

to produce the usual results—affray, fighting, pistol-shots and arrest of five

Socialists.

—

Le Socialiste.

Paris.—A member of the group, ISAvant Garde, was arrested in Paris on

the 14th, for sticking bills announcing a meeting of the unemployed for the

following day. At the end of the meeting in question, several Socialists

were dispersed by the police while attempting to plant a black flag on the

Place de la Bepublique. The flag was confiscated, and one of their number
arrested. Being locked up for indulging in the harmless passion for bill-

sticking is as yet a pleasure to come for English comrades ! Yet, courage !

for, as Hamlet says, " If it be not now, yet it will come."

Rouen.—The Court of Appeal at Rouen has confirmed the decision of the

cour correctionelle of the Havre, sentencing, apropos of the " unemployed "

manifesto of 21st May, two citizens to six months' imprisonment, two to ten

months, and one to thirteen months. There remains to revolutionaries one

duty of solidarity to fulfil, which is to aid the families of the victims.

—

Cri

du Peuple.

Frightful misery reigns in the mines at Le Creusot. Every day the Com-
pany discharges some men, the miners being those who suffer most. The
1500 workers usually employed are now reduced to 120.

A Socialist of Elbceuf having been condemned as manager of a paper
to a certain fine with costs, was lately arrested with scandalous brutality,

taken to the "lock-up" at Rouen on foot, between two gendarmes and
heavily handcuffed.

Here is a sanguine, over-hopeful word of a revolutionary. Speaking of the

demand of the Extreme Left for the release of Roche and Duc-Quercy on
the occasion of the Bastille celebration, a French provincial paper says :

"They will not see the illuminations of the 14th, but they will leave their

cell in time to take part in greater rejoicings, those of a people who, after

having rased the royal Bastille, will have delivered themselves for ever from
the rascalities of a hypocritical exploiting class." M. M. Roche and Quercy,
I earnestly hope, are not doomed to remain incarcerated until that consum-
mation of our revolutionary hopes ! M. M.

THE WAR IN BELL .STREET.

For the past three Sundays, Bell Street, Edgware Road, has been literally

besieged by police and detectives, who have taken upon themselves the censor-

ship of opinion. In spite of the letter of Sir Charles Warren, in spite of the

speech of the counsel for the prosecution, both asserting that there is no inten-

tion to meddle with the opinions expressed by the Socialists, it must be plain

to every unprejudiced person that the authorities are making great attempts

to suppress Socialist meetings. But, on the other hand, there is as much
determination on the part of the Socialists that they will hold their open-air
meeting-places so long as temperance, political, and religious meetings are
not interfered with by the police. This is the point for the public to under-
stand. A writer in last Monday's Pall Mall Gazette calls for evidence that
the police help in creating the very obstruction which they attack. We
have direct evidence to prove this assertion, which is certainly particular and
not " general."

On the morning of the first arrest at Bell Street, there were several de-
tectives and plain-clothes men standing on the pavement for the purpose of
causing an obstruction, so that they might carry out their determination of
making an arrest. This game has been carried on ever since the first in-

terference. The people in the neighbourhood have always moved off the
pavement when a speaker or any one connected with the meetings has re-
quested them to do so, but the detectives and plain-clothes men have per-
sisted in standing on the footway, and have insulted those who have civilly

asked them to move. On one occasion one of them—a plain-clothes in-

spector I am told—when asked by one of our friends to be kind enough to
move off the footway so that no obstruction should be caused, told him that
he would " throw him into the bloody road." With regard to the other ques-
tion, as to whether the police discriminate between Socialists and others on
account of their opinions, let the Pall Mall listen to what was given in
evidence at the Marylebone Police-court on Saturday last, 17th inst., as re-

ported in the Dispatch, when Superintendent Draper stated in answer to a
question that "the morals of the Salvation Army and temperance party
were more favourable to him than the doctrines of the Socialists." It was
this occasion also, by the way, upon which Inspector Bassett swore that
Williams, of the S.D.F., had said, " We don't care one iota about obstruc-

tion," and then under cross-examination admitted that "he heard defendant

give people advice not to interfere with the police or cause an obstruction^ \

It would be easy to multiply instances of the animus of the police against

the Socialists as Socialists. At Stratford and Harrow Road, both open

spaces, our meetings have been stopped by the police. A letter pointing this

out in the Stratford case, and offering the use of the plan which appeared

in these columns, was sent to the Pall Mall on Monday week, but that

journal did.not choose to avail itself of the information so given.

Even in the parks we are continually harassed by the police—both im

uniform and plain clothes—who are provided with note-books, in which they
industriously record our speeches, thereby showing that they are on the look-

out for the expession of opinion. We are told that if this partiality in the

conduct of the police is true the Socialists will have everybody's sympathy,
We hope that will happen, but the tone which the Pall Mall has now taken
up hardly seems meant to conduce to this end.

But let me get back to Bell Street. For eighteen months meetings have
been held there by the Marylebone Branch of the Socialist League without
complaint of any sort until the police interfered. Since then, of course, there

has been a certain amount of obstruction, as there always will be wherever

and whenever the police interfere with open-air meetings.

According to announcement, William Morris addressed the meeting at

Bell Street last Sunday morning. After adjuring the people to keep quiet

and orderly in the event of the police interfering, he said that he had come

to Marylebone to maintain the right of the Socialists to speak in the streets

in the same way that people holding other opinions were allowed to do.
^
The

police meddled with our open-air meetings simply because we were Socialists

—because we advocated the cause of the people. It was a very rational thing

for folk to assemble in the open-air in the hot weather for the purpose of dis-

cussing their grievances. The authorities were afraid of Socialism, because

the middle and upper classes knew their own wrong-doing, and that the

Socialists were telling the working classes what was to their advantage. He
refused to live contentedly under a condition of society which made a per-

petual prison for the majority of the community. Our present society was

grounded upon monopoly and corruption. Police, army, navy, magistrates,

lawyers, parliament, etc., were all doing their utmost to sustain that monopoly

and corruption. All wealth was the result of labour, therefore all wealth

belonged to labour : those who labour should receive the wealth they create.

Every worker to-day produces more than is necessary for his own bare sub-

sistence, but the far greater portion of it was taken from him by an idle

luxurious class. He was impelled to talk to them that morning because the

present condition of things was a bad one. He had been asked by a lady

the other day why he did not talk to the middle-class. Well, the middle-

class had their books with plenty of leisure to read them ;
the working classes

had no leisure, no books. [At this point Chief-Inspector Shepherd appeared

outside the crowd, and said that he could not get in. This was false, how-
ever, and the inspector was immediately made way for by the people, who
groaned him heartily as he approached the speaker. Having come to Morris

he told him to desist, which Morris refused to do, on which the inspector

took his name and address and left the crowd, when the speaker proceeded

without further interruption.] The middle and upper classes were enabled

to live in luxury and idleness on the poverty and degradation of the workers.

There was only one way in which this state of things could be altered—

society must be turned downside up. A true society meant to every one

the right to live, the right to labour, and the right to enjoy the fruits of his

labour. The useless class must disappear, and the two classes now forming

society must dissolve into one whole useful class, and the labour class become
society. In conclusion, he appealed to them to do all they could for the

Cause ; to educate themselves, to discuss the social question with their fellows,

and prepare themselves for the great social revolution.

Morris's speech lasted thirty minutes, and his remarks were frequently

cheered. The people then passed quietly away, after having subscribed tu

the Defence Fund. During the time this meeting was going on, a meeting
was being held by the religious people a little way down the street ; and
several of the audience, seeing the way in which we have been treated by the

police, passed down to the other meeting, and footways and roadway were
soon completely blocked, but of course there was no obstruction there ! The
police did not interfere at all until some bystanders taunted them with the

obvious unfairness of their conduct, and then not before these people had
finished their meeting. Many instances of this kind occur in this neighbour-

hood ; but the people of Marylebone are determined that the police shall not

thus discriminate, and we are looking forward to a successful issue of the

affair. H. G. Arnold.

Free Speech.—A man was sentenced to serve fifty days in jail in San
Francisco for speaking to a crowd • of working-men on the water front

recently. No, San Francisco is not in Russia ; it is in free America (the

best government on earth), and there is perfect liberty of speech here, only
you should be careful what you say ; have it revised by the capitalistic

bosses before you say it (or their tools, the capitalistic courts.)

—

Oregon
Alarm. m

It was Victor Hugo, the poet, the patriot, the Intellectual Colossus of this

century who said what follows. And yet if he had spoken it down on the

water-front of San Francisco what a scalawag he would have been :
—

" To
destroy the evils under which we groan there is no method but Revolution.

Mark and remember it. The peace of Light must be preceded by the night

of war and strife. You, the workers of the world, make all and have

nothing. Those who make nothing, by law or by force, have all. It is your

own. Do you now be men. Cringe not and beg for that which is thine own,

but, since it is yours, go and take it."—San Francisco Truth.

The Manifesto of the Socialist League. Annotated by E. Belfort Bax and
W. Morris. An exposition of the principles on which the League is founded.

16pp. crown 8vo. Id.

The Socialist Platform —1. Trades' Unions. By E. Belfort Bax, Id. 2. Useful

Work v. Useless Toil. By William Morris, Id. 3. The Factory Hell. By
Edward Aveling and Eleanor Marx Aveling, Id. 4. A Short History of the

Commune of Paris. By Wm. Morris, E. Belfort Bax, and Victor Dave, 2d.

Art and Socialism. By William Morris. Bijou edition, 3d.

Chants for Socialists. By William Morris. 16 pp. crown 8vo., Id.

Socialist Headquarters, New York.—Library and Reading-room open daily

(Sunday included) from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Commonweal always on the table.

Gifts in books and papers thankfully received. Address "Free Socialist Library,"
143 Eighth Street, New York City, U.S.
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FREE SPEECH IN THE STREETS.
The police-war against the open-air speaking of the Socialists is being
carried on with much vigour this year, and cannot fail even at this

stage of it to be noticed by the general public. As this number of the
Commonweal may, like other numbers, come into the hands of many
who are not Socialists, it is not untimely to say a few words on this

subject
; especially since it is one of great importance to us and not

unimportant to people generally, even in these days of Dilke-Crawford
trials and the coming Tory Government.
For the information of those who have not followed the course of the

attacks made on us, I should premise that we were first interfered with
.at Stratford for speaking on a triangular piece of ground, where a
meeting of 600 persons can be held without in any way interfering
with the traffic, either foot or vehicular, and where the houses on one
side at least are practically out of earshot of the speaking, certainly on
days when there is any wheel traffic (our meetings there were held on
-Saturdays). One of our speakers was arrested there last year, but on
his proving before the magistrate that there was no real obstruction to
either foot-passengers or vehicles, the charge was dismissed, and we
held other meetings there without being meddled with. It is worth
while mentioning that a leading Radical of the neighbourhood on being
appealed to for help in a demonstration which it has been proposed to
organise apropos of this station, declined on the grounds that it had
drawbacks as a meeting-place (every place has except the parks) and
that there was a place farther on that we could use without inter-

ference
;
but it turns out that the place in question is private property,

a piece of ground awaiting building operations, and from it, therefore,
we could be turned off at any time.

About the same time that we were interfered with at Stratford, the
Social Democratic Federation were attacked at Kilburn.
At Bell Street, Edgware Road, our speakers and those of the Social

Democratic Federation had been in the habit of addressing the public
on Sundays for eighteen months without any interference on the part
of the police

;
but on Sunday July 4 one of our speakers was arrested,

and the two following Sundays two more, together with one of the
Federation.

This spot is certainly not so defensible as the piece of waste at Strat-
ford, being a street merely ; but there is very little traffic in it on a
Sunday, and all Socialist speakers have sedulously kept the footways
clear. Whatever inconvenience, therefore, there has been to the public
in our meetings, must have been to the occupiers of dwelling-houses
in the street

; but for eighteen months no complaint has been
made. That the inhabitants should suddenly wake up to the unbear-
ableness of our meetings without any promptings from without, looks a
little like a miracle, which perhaps the police authorities can explain.
On the whole, it must be said of Bell Street that it is somewhat more
inconvenient, though but a little more, than Dod Street, where last
year public feeling compelled the police to .yield.

At the Harrow Road our speakers were " moved on " some weeks
ago and a better place suggested to them by the police ; but they were
not left in peace there. On July 3 a speaker of ours was summoned
lor addressing a meeting there and since then meetings have been inter-
dicted. This station is much the same sort of place as the piece of
ground at Stratford.

Now we do not claim to be allowed to hold demonstrations on these
or such-like places, but only our ordinary weekly meetings, held for
instruction in our doctrines and discussion of them ; these from the
n
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at nrst by seeing something going on, listen, and find it worth while to
come again; on the whole, in fact, serious people with some political
proclivities. Our Radical friend above-mentioned, was clearly thinking
of the Stratford station as a place for holding an excited political
meeting on a subject specially interesting at the time ; in short, an
actual demonstration; whereas our meetings are educational in their
•character.

It must be remembered, too, that apart from our wishing to extend
the field of our operations, and to get at people that might be shy of

entering a lecture-room, we cannot always get a lecture-rooin for either
love or money. We are strictly boycotted. This was the case in
Stratford, and in the district of Bell Street also ; at the latter place
our Branch being turned out of several rooms after a lecture or two
simply on the grounds of our being Socialists. In such districts, there-
fore, if we are not allowed to speak in the open-air we are gagged, and
this although, at the latter place at least, the whole of the population
in the streets are enthusiastically in our favour.

As to the causes which have impelled the police against us, I believe
that they are complex. There is the natural wish to keep the streets
as clear as may be : no one can have a word to say against that, except
that there may be cases where the greater advantage may, override the
less. Only I have noted of late years a growing impatience on the
part of the more luxurious portion of society of the amusements and
habits of the workers, when they in any way interfere with the calm
of their luxury ; or to put it in plainer language, a tendency on their
part to arrogant petty tyranny in these matters. They would, if they
could, clear the streets of everything that may injure their delicate

susceptibilities, although all this roughness and squalid stir is but the
wrong side of the system which gives them their superior position.

They are ashamed of these coarsenesses, though they are not ashamed
to be the perpetual pensioners of those whom they force into them, and
to live on their unpaid labour. They would clear the streets of coster-

mongers, organs, processions, and lecturers of all kinds, and make them
a sort of decent prison corridors, with people just trudging to and from
their work. It is impossible but that this feeling should influence the
police, who are their immediate servants ; and I do not doubt that they
truckle to it, apart from the question of Socialist or non-Socialist.

At the same time no one who has noticed the way in which street-

corner meetings have been dealt with by them can doubt that they
have, to say the least of it, shown a strong bias against Socialists, in
spite of all plausible arguments to the contrary. It is quite clear that
if they are allowed to indulge in this prepossession, and to act up to
the letter of the law in one case while they let it alone in another, they
can clear the streets of Socialists while leaving the religious, temperance,
and other respectable meetings to flourish as they may ; and moreover
a very little exercise of the bias may do all that is necessary, as, e.g.,

to let the gospel preacher have his full hour and then move him on,
while the Socialist is accosted after ten minutes. Such things as this
can be done, and so plausibly put before the public that it is humbugged
into believing the police to be merely the champions of free circulation
in the streets, while in reality they are lending themselves to mere
party purposes.

What we Socialists ask for is not to be interfered with in cases where
the holding of a meeting is no real inconvenience to the neighbourhood.
We do not believe that the existing law was intended to interfere with
such meetings, or that it should be strained in that direction against
any bodies of men—religious, temperance, secularist, or others ; at the
same time we claim to be treated no worse than any of these. If, on
the one hand, the police are ambitious to draw the reins of discipline
tighter, and to turn London into a model city in such matters, do not
let them attack the others through us, because we are a new sect and
therefore accounted dangerous. On the other hand, if the authorities
consider it necessary to suppress the preaching of our doctrines as
dangerous, do not let them sneak behind a mere police order for the
regulation of traffic, but attack us in front for our spoken or written

utterances which are before the public everywhere. The public can
then choose whether they like to see prosecutions for opinion going on
in England at the end of the nineteenth century.

For the rest, we appeal to all reasonable people . not to allow the
streets to be deprived of all life or pleasure at the dictation of wealthy
pedants and pleasure-seekers. The workers have not too many intel-

lectual pleasures. Their homes are dull and narrow at the best ; for

many the streets are their only drawing-room. It may be questionable

whether setting their brains to thinking over " dangerous " doctrines

is really so dangerous as driving them back into brutality by constant

repression. It is perhaps worth while to sacrifice some of the decorum
of the streets for the sake of some extra education in these days of

political ferment. On the other hand, if there are any who think it

possible to quench the expression of great principles that are at work
throughout all civilisation by petty police persecution, they will find

themselves mistaken. In short, the public have to make up their
mind whether the police shall be their servants or their masters. In
order that they may escape the danger of the latter event they must
bestir themselves and look at what is being done without prejudice
against the Socialists because of their doctrines. Wm. Morris,


	commonweal1886-128
	commonweal1886-135
	commonweal1886-137

